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Smallpox in St. Louis, Mo. 

St. Louis, Mo., June S, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to state that there were 32 new cases of small- 
pox and no deaths reported in this city for the week ended June 2, 1901. 
Eespectfully, Wm. G. Stimpson, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8., In Command. 

Smallpox in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Cleveland, Ohio, May 28, 1901. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Bureau letter 
(W. P. W.) (H. D. G.), requesting information in regard to the small- 
pox epidemic in this city. Last Monday night I attended a meeting 
held in the office of the health officer of the city, at which were present 
the president and secretary of the State board of health and 2 other 
members of the board, also the mayor of the city and president of the 
council and the health officer. The situation was discussed and meas- 
ures taken to use every effort to suppress the epidemic. A new pest- 
house has been bought and will be surrounded by a barbed- wire fence, 
with guards around it day and night, and a room is being built for 
formaldehyd disinfection of patients' clothes. I held an interview with 
the health officer to day, and he assured me that all measures agreed 
upon at the conference were being carried into effect as rapidly as pos- 
sible. Dr. Probst, secretary of the State board of health, remains here 
to assist the health officer. I have offered my services whenever needed. 
To-day's report at the health office shows a total of 107 known cases of 
smallpox in the city ; 50 are in the old isolation hospital, 23 in the new 
one, and 34 are quarantined in their homes, comprising 22 different 
dwelling houses. 

It is possible that there are 100 cases in the city unknown to the 
health office. Hereafter patients will not be discharged from the hos- 
pital until all scaling is ended ; their clothes will be disinfected, and a 
bichloride bath given. A house-to-house inspection is being made in 
the twenty-fourth ward, where the disease is most prevalent, and the 
people vaccinated. All school children also are to be vaccinated. I am 
informed that there is no city ordinance making vaccination compul- 
sory. The literature published by the Bureau was handed to the 
health officer. Last Tuesday morning Dr. Smith was put on duty at 
the river custom-house with instructions to vaccinate all crews of ves- 
sels that would consent. Most of the masters have refused to have this 
done, and as the certificate of vaccination is not required for entrance 
of vessels from Cleveland at the other lake ports, this office knows of no 
way to compel them to have it done. It is thought that if the other 
ports demand such certificates the work will be very much simplified. 
I shall interview the manager of the Cleveland and Buffalo line of 
passenger boats this afternoon, and think they will have their crews 
vaccinated. A letter was sent to the Lake Carriers Association request- 
ing that they instruct the masters of their vessels to have the crews 
vaccinated before leaving the port. Its receipt has been acknowledged, 
but no report of any action has been sent me. If there is any other 
method of enforcing vaccination among the crews than that mentioned 
above, the Bureau is respectfully requested to furnish this office with 
the law. 

Eespectfully, "W. J. Pettus, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. R. S. 



